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ABSTRACT

This Kids Count report examines statewide trends in the
well-being of Indiana's children. The statistical portrait is based on 6
general areas of children's well-being: (1) demographic change; (2)
education; (3) economic independence; (4) healthy bodies; (5) humane
environment; and (6) spirit and character. Nine key indicators of child
well-being are: (1) low birth-weight babies; (2) infant mortality; (3) child
mortality; (4) teen deaths by accident, homicide and suicide; (5) teen
pregnancy; (6) juvenile violent crime arrests; (7) high school dropouts; (8)
children living in poverty; and (9) substantiated child abuse and child
neglect. Following a brief overview and summary of findings, the first
section of the report provides information and data for community action,
including sources of information and data interpretation. The second section
provides state profiles for indicators listed above and state indicator maps
summarizing county rates. The third section, which is the bulk of this
report, provides profiles for each of the 92 counties. The report's two
appendices provide definitions and data sources, and list ten blueprints for
healthy child development. The profile shows that, overall, child poverty,
high school dropouts, and idle teen rates have improved since 1990. However,
six indicators--low birth-weight babies, infant mortality, child mortality,
juvenile violent crime arrests, teen pregnancy, and single parent
family--have worsened since 1990. (SD)
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